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moſt enlightened age, to have been ä 
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There were great libraries, ſoch 
as the Alexandrian, &c; for gener 
and public reſort. (n ) Excluſive of 
. hiſtory au er us, that 
man 0 rank, both 3 in Greece 


books as were s of: petufal. 
Theſe ſlaves, after agg had. taken 
"en: n thei. . I 


ad © 


been generally m. at leaſt by 
Learned men. The f fact 1s, the hu- 
man mind has an intellectual power 
given it only to a certain degree: but 
that this power is naturally very un- 
end ey 


L may-gather from our Saviour's con- ; 
verſation with Nicodemus : 165 
: ſays our bleſſed Lord, I have 8 

told you earthly” things- and 7ou 
ye believe 
if I tell you of heavenly things 
e Chriſtian religion 
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believe not, how tha 


The truths of th 
are of a nature much too perfect, 
too pure, and too ſublin 
T2435  - en 


1 ed by: man, they would have 


ill lefs equal to the «diſcovery, of 
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1 ere by ſuch a fallen as 
man. Can the united wit of all man- 
kind tell us wharthe feelings of the 
foul will be, or in what ſtate it will 5 
be, on its immediate difunion from 
the body? As revelation does not "Y 
inform us, the reaſon of man can 
„ nothing on this ſubject; nor 

could it any more have told us, that | 
ve were created in the image of | 
| God; that this life is a ſtate of pro- 
bation; that God hath appointed a 
day in which he will judge the 
world; and thoſe other great truths - 
Which He has been pleaſed by re- 


velation to communicate to ion race . 
of men.” : : 3 1 1 12 8 . vo 4 
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| 11 ſhed WAIT Propoſ 
7 : admitted, this concluſion will fol- 
low, that the impute anc idolatrous 
worſhip ef the heathen world. 

| though. in the higheſt. degree. dif- . 
8 aceful to God, inglorious to man, 
and inimical to his real welfare, yet 
Was ſo agree able, in a. variety f 


A t culars, to the intereſt and ſen- : 
paſſions. of the higheſt and 


| tion are 


loweſt: claſſes. of mankind, B 


even if man had had the power, as 


he would have conſidered it contrary 5 5 


to his intereſt, he never would have . 
| attempted its abolition. Conle- | 
quently there never would have 
been a reformation of idolatrous 
worſhip, unleſs it had been effected 
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- His will; ee 8 was 5 
neeeſſary. That t there was this ins 
2: I nd reaſonable 
mind would be convinced even from 
this ſingle fact, were there no other, 
chat the doctrines of Chriſt, which 


1 don a did 


were promulgated to the world. 
twelve ee men, prevailed 1 
. theat ae of the! noſt enligh 
en” part of the globe, when 


emperor Julian could not eftabliſh : : 


the ceconomy of, Plato's reput 


even in a village, hae he” e * 


ployed philoſ 2 


Ge groves ee influence 2 
\ the | 


inhabitants 10 conform to 


"M culeated a potion, us ices do&rines/ 
: red a renunciation of the reli- 
gion in which the pagan had been 
educated from his infancy; andlike- 
_ wiſe required his relinquiſhing a” 
moſt every thing that was flattering — 
and agreeable to his worldly intereſt, ; 
his ambition, and his ſenſes, with⸗- : 
out offering him any thing in this 
world for ſo very great a ſacrifice. 
In reality a greater abſurdity never 
yet entered the human mind than 
the ſuppoſition, that the religion of ff 
Chriſt ſhould eftabliſh itſelf, with= 
out ſupernatural means, when its g 
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ponents poſſeſſed all * advan- - 
: tages. There is ſo manifeſt a di. : 
proportion between the cauſe and | 
the effect, that it is impoſſible o 
accede to ſo extravagant, ſo roma: "OY 
= tick, a. concluſion, entirely contrary 
to reaſon, to experience, to proba- 
5 bility, and to the natural courſe, of 
5 human affair. eee 
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e 11. 1 
eee Was "ates; from 
_ man's previous ignorance of God's 

attribute of goodneſs, and of thoſe | 

perſonal obli igations he is under o 
God ſo diſtipctiy revealed in the 
W It was neceſſary 1 


5 Be 


how's 


man . 's prior ignorance of bis origin, 7 


y ſtate, and deſtiny; 3 


4 and; um his inability to worſhip 


God in ſpirit and in truth. Its ne- 


- homing is inferred likewiſe from the 

juſtice of God; for man being an 
- accountable agent, it is juſt and 
neceſſary he ſhould be furniſhed 


with ſome rule or ſtandard of con- 
duct, as a criterion for his preſent 


actions and his future judgment. 
=. The literate pagans had very ſub- 


nme ideas of the omniſcience, om- 
nipotence, and ubiquity of the ſu- 
preme Deity; yet they knew him 
an would the 

„ „ 


only partially, as a r 


ce of the true na- 
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butes, er + it was « impoſſible 

mere human reaſon ever could diſ 
cover mean God's bibo e 
His affection to 1 hu- 


and. in —_ 


Desti. 


| pn I 
. leſs ſituati 


ES: | "hos 
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ſelves placed in 2 world wi 
heir conſent, and wihout any 
knowledge of their origin. A 
world RED ane ey 


chilefopherd to = e un- 


2 nn me rob- 


nt hy Jaber 6 hs Gods. 

Indeed they had real reaſon to con- 
ſider life as mere vanity; and one of 
the beſt R Emperors, Th 
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1 — paſſed that cenſure: on it, As 
2 been all things, and found them 

45 all without value.” | Having. no 


| 195 eee ie e evils, a f 


had little or no reaſon to imagine 
that their comfort Was at all con- 
fulted in their creation; and indeed 
| they caied this idea to fo criminal 

0 a length, that it was their common / 


gine . 


cuſtom in great inſtances of ill for- . 


tune to curſe their Gods. Love f 
God is the nobleſt affection in the 
heart of man. But the reaſon of 
man muſt firſt be convinced that 
| there are adequate cauſes for this . 


5 love, or it will not exiſt at all: bis: 
n muſt likewiſe une reflect , 
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n! 


öl hör Gia or it will have no Ty 
radical depth, or produce any effect 
on his heart. Thus revelation was 
abſolutely neceſſary, becauſe that 
alone could inform man of thoſe 


perſonal obligations to God, which 


are the chief cauſes, I may ſay the 


only natural foundation, of love to 


Him; the beſt ſtimulus, and moſt 
rational motive of fervent worſhip, 
.and indeed the very eſſence of true . 


f religion. Accordingly it is ſo con- 
ſidered by St. John, who obſerves, 
<« We love God becauſe He firſt 


_« loved us.“ May I be permitted 
to illuſtrate, by the following ſimile, 5 
the different manner in which the 
mind of a Pagan and a Chriſtian ö 
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| officer in the ai army of a powerful 
: who ſhould. every day be w 
ess a his WO. p 


. . Ward e 
lar notice of him, prome 
5 at all times expreſs an a 
and d an affectionate concern for his 
35533 intereſt, and, in addition to his . 

. miration of the power and YFAanK 
| | of kis Ning, « ew pues ib reed 
in his mind. Conſcious of his per- 
Lee and of the proofs | 
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The beſt info IT pagan: were 
ignorant of the anxious and affec- 
tionate concern which the Scrip- 
tures excrty where deſcribe God ro 
have for the human ſpecies, They | 
not that amiable attribute 
| which He was pleaſed to proclaim kl 
6 himſelf when Wo was per- n 

Lord deſcended in the 3 and 
« ſtood with him there, and pro- 

* claimed the name of the Lord, * 

6 « him, abe, Pre med he Lord 
„„ God, 
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0 « God, 1 5 gracious; 1 8 
5 * ſuffering, and abundant | — | 
. * neſs and tri 1ercy. 4 
nM for thouſands, forgiving Sniquity, | 


1d tranſgreſſion, and fin.” They 


kt cw not, that God ſo loved the 
world that He gave His only be- 
gotten.- Son, to the end that all that 
believe in Him ſhould. not 


periſh, 
but have everlaſting life. They: 


knew not, that God is a rewarder 

of ſuch as diligently ſeek Him, that 
He remembereth we are but du ſt * he 
and that He pitieth us as a Father 
daoth his children. They knew not 
tat, for ſuch as VE" ardent 


henſion and confderation « "= 
Ce * „ a 15 . n 


+: 1 
cgi pen in liſp" crea- 
tion, Pn, and redemprion, 8 
there is reſerved for them (through 
their Saviour's merits) an eternity 
of happineſs, ſuch as eye hath not 
| ſeen, nor ear heard, nor hath it en- 
| tered into the heart of man to con- 
ceive. They knew not that, though 
we may frequentiy offend Him, 
and though our ſins may be as red 
| as ſcarlet, on repentance, amend- 
ment, and faith in His Son, He will 
make them as white as wool. They 
knew not that, to ſuch as humbly 
ſolicit it, He will grant his grace, 
and ſend His comforter to take up 
his abode with them. They knew 
7 ren when the mind 1 is torn with al- 
. - fliftion, | 


Ix; 42 3 1 

kae, that charcains only tion 
which ariſes from the reflection that A 
0 he world is governed by an all- 
= merciful and gracious, as well as 
an almighty God, who can and will. 
in a future life, abundantly recom 
1 penſe its preſent ſorrows; neither 
did they know the quiet and peace, 
the mind receives in its diſtreſs, 
from chat conſoling addreſs of our 
bleſſed Saviour, ſo full of )eniepnit 
and. condeſcenſion, Fc Come unto 
CE: all ye. that travail and are 
et heavy laden, a 11 will give you 

« reſt.” Of theſe i importan! in 
of knowledge they were entire 
ignorant. Tbeir wiſeſt Philoſo- 
Phers knew not any 


one of chem; 
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may know them 6) al . Hiſtory 
_ finely elucidates the difference be- 
tween ab Win emi 1 


| How many thou- 
Sud Jens — chi- 
ced their love and zeal for God by 


Te Emnjirar Caliguls ordered kis 
ſtatue to be placed in the temple 


ar Jeruſalem: but the Jews reliſted 
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rep 4 a manner, as obliged that 


_ - ferocious prince to abandon his at- 
tempt. Let how tamely did the 
Emxperor J 
ſence, ſuffer his general Valentinian 

e (a converted pagan; and afterwards 
Emperor) to ſtrike the High Prieft, | 
even at the altar, becauſe he ſprin- 
kled Valentinian with unholy wa- 


4 - 


an, in his own pre- 


ter, as Julian was worſhipping! 


And when it was publi kly debated 


in the ſenate of Rome, whether the 
Pagan or Chriſtian Religion ſhould 


prevail, and become the eſtabliſhed 


and national religion, all the ſena- . 
tors acquieſced in the will of Theo- 
_ and abandoned their gods 
_— a in which b they had 
been 
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4 been hs without any ; material 
5 effort c or ſtruggle. Lak 132 3 
In this place it may not Pay im- 
Proper to pay due homage to the 
good and brave, as well as wiſe, 
_ Socrates ; Who, perhaps, was the 
only pagan that riſked, and 4 5 5 
loſt, his life, for his attachment to 
God; and becauſe he would not 
ſuffer His name to be profancd. 
Dr. Cudworth, in his Intellectual 
Syſtem, has proved, that the idea 
of Socrates' ſuffering death for de- 
nying plurality of Gods is a vul- 
gar error. Like the reſt of the li- 
terate pagans, he believed in a mul-, 
tiplicity of Deities; at the ſame 
ons. chat he believed all theſe 
8 Deities, 
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| ER” 0d (combined mk the envy of 
| FE” the ſophiſts) may be aſcribed 


bl n the loſs of his life. 
The unjuſt death he ſuffered. ſeems 
220. cular: ante bm of menridence ; ; 
1 NF ot very ſoon after he was poiſoned, 
| . the Athenians1 repented their having 
put to death ſo innocent and good 
a character. Their lamentation for 


. : his loſs was as general, as their con- 


| demnation. of him had been . 
ER. een. eee eee 
1 a a ſtatue was erected to his r | 

his accuſers were proſecuted ; I; Me- 
oo Alias torn. in dieces; Anvtu 
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858 one re chem that e 


the ene of all ſtates promul · 
gated the doctrine of immortality 
from a ;convition of its * _ 


Wes : 4% 


believed it. A modern : 


| „We are ſufficiently. acquainted BIS 
wich the eminent perſons who 
« flouriſhed in the age of Cicero 
* and the firſt, Cæſars, with their 
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2 of the rewards or puniſhments 
2 n future ſtare.” And we are inn 


F EE 
ee in it. Now the hiſtory of 
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Sir Thomas More, in the 


| ferent ideas men haye had 


dhe 8 men 8 eg the. moſt | 
rtant actions of their lives by 090 


n of a future ſta 
reign of 
| Henry VIII.; Latimer and Ridley, 

in that of Queen Mary; and the 
3 Biſhops in the reign. of 5 
James II. unqu ly did 1 | 
- and we are to account tor. the dif- 


from there hay- 1 
idence of 


oe truth before the promulgation 8 
of the Goſpel, and quite ſufficient 
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| tional enquiters. e : 
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Proof of the force and 
Chriſtian evidence on this awful 

point, and of che wonderful effect 
it is capable of produeing on the 
was ſignally in- 
oF ſtanced! in the perſon of Felix, When 

St. Paul was brought before him. 


human mind, 


RY of 


No one acquainted with the cha- 


N racter of Felix can believe that ſuch 


a man would have trembled, if the 


5 orator Tertullus had addreſſed him 
on the ſubjects St. Paul did, and 
could have united in himſelf the 
5 knowledge of all the heathen poets 


und philoſophers ; and could have 


am convinced, would have been . 


added to his own the eloquence of 
all the heathen orators. 
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and affecting truths, impatte 


7 1 54 _: 
. at his eaſe; a there 
. old have been no vibration . 
his ner es, in ſpite of this conſoli- 
dated knowledge and blaze of:elo- 
Ceution. It was the awful, ſublime, $ 


_ revelations that made him tremble; z 


1350 and nothing elſe.— Cicero Ws = ; 


as the thief reaſon why the pagan 
_ philoſophers diſbelieved a future 
ſtate, their utter incapacity to form 
any diſtin& idea of wan rern 
They ſaw the body expire, and 
could not imagine how the foul 
could exiſt without it; this was a 
difficulty mere reaſon never could 
unravel: it was an inſurmountable = 
W block to. "the heathens. _ 
” Now 0 
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| Now: 3 by 


the body ſhall riſe eee 
ſoul (of which the pagans had not, 


nor could have, the leaſt concep- 


tion), ſolves, with caſe and fimpli- 


city, this difficult matter: and our 


2 Saviour, by a publick exhibition of 
his own body, thus raiſed from the 


dead, and ſo united, ſettled this im- 
portant point in a manner that 


overthrows all doubt and cavil 


againſt it. An elegant writer ob- 


ſerves on this ſubject as follows: 8 


4 Before the world was enlightened 
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N ocean of eternity that lay 8 


her them: but clouds and darkneſs 
_ *« ſoon terminated the proſpect. The 


8 light of the Goſpel happily diſ- 
u pelled thoſe clouds and that dark-. 
"« neſs, extricated mankind from 
8 * perplexity in Which it was 
, and opened a clear and 
— luminous view of eternity.” A 
1 diſedvety of this inſtance of the 
, great goodneſs of the Deity to the 
human race, in a full, clear, and am- 
ple manner, was reſerved for 5 
Son of God. The patriarchs and 
prophets were highly favoured wal: 
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highly inſpired; and we have rea- 
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were well ee of a future : N 
but probably, in the eſtimation of „ 
Goa it was. too great an honour for . 
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nicate this important knowledge, 
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yond any degree of inſpiration erer 
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gradus Mofaicus; To inform man 
that God will allow him, in a future 
lite, the exalted and inconceivable * 
peter; of ſeeing him face to Kee; | ? 
of being continually in his preſence, 

and of living for ever, was intelli- 
gence of ſuch heavenly e 
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worthy the Son of God,” and TY 
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vulge to the world; and for which 
CE communication, thoſe men are of x 
opinion they can never be ſuffici- 
ently thankful, who think on. the- 
merciful dealings of God to man; 
, : who know the f ignorance of the pa- . 
| gan world as to this momentous 
| point, and the. increaſed. ratio of 
their own happinels derived from a 
: knowledge of 1 Es . 
| There are a claſs of men 8 8 eg 
ſert that a written law, declarative of , 
God's will, is unneceſſary; becauſe 
the intimations of reaſon and con- 
ſcience are ſufficient. to impel men 
. virtuous, and to reſtrain them 
: from vicious actions. But the ab- 
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 fndity of this idea is PR by the 3 
practice of all legiſlators, who have 
ever conſidered the licentious paſ- 
ſions of men as too ſtrong to be 
controlled by either reaſon or con- | 
ſcience; and that nothing but the 
fear of puniſhment, or the hope of 
reward, temporal oreternal, is ſtrong 
enough to curb them. If mere re 
ſon and conſcience could have made 
men in general virtuous, it is natu- 
ral to ſuppoſe the ancient philoſo- 1 
| phers would have been ſo: Socrates, 
Plato, Zeno, and a very few others 
were; but Ariſtotle, in his 2d book . 
of Ethics, expreſsly ſays, their ſcho- 
lars were not. The major part of 
theſe een led the moſt 

| | ſeandalous 


Femidalcis" Yrs" Irhagitable ; and 


ſome of them inculcated the moſt 


vicious doctrines: Diogenes, 


i example, taught that Thaltity and 
| miodefty were weakneſs of mind; 
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ant hirmſelf acted openly i in viola- 
tion of both, with an impudence, 


8 chat ſet decency at defiance: and 
| Chryſippus, who was conſidered as 


i the founder, and moſt ſolid ſupport 
. the Stoicks, ep of _— com- 


ral ate filled” wh the moſt 


ſhameful obſcenities. Without par- 


ticulartzing any more, "whoever 
reads Diogenes Laertius will there 


. find an ample relation of the lewd- | 


| nels gs | unnatural vices of theſe 
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- bots : and Cicero, in . 

Tuſculan Queſtions, obſerves as fol⸗ 

lows: * Do. you think that theſe | 

„things (meaning the precepts of _ 

% morality). had any. influence on 
« thoſe men (excepting only. a very 


« « wrote, cos” * an og chem? 
« No.. Who is there of all the phi- 
« loſophers,. whoſe. mind, and life, 
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end manners were conformable | 


«tor right reaſon ? ? Who ever made 
« his philoſophy t. to be the law. and 
10 rule of his life, and not A mere 
q boaſt and ſhew of his wit and 
parts? Who of chem hath ob- 
1 ſerved his own. inſtructions, and, 
« { lived in obedience to his oyyn pre- 
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many to pride, many to covet. 

| I « 'oufneſs, N But even A W. 
ing every advantage to this idea, 
chat the ſuggeſtions of reaſon ar 

- conſcience are ſufficient in grear 
and ſtrong caſes of moral condut 

95 They: are certainly in many very im. 
5 0 over ruled by education, and 
other cauſes, as to ſuggeſt a crimi- 


aves bo filthy/luſts, 


ant ones inſufficient; and may 


nal, inſtead of a laudable, career of 


; action. For example, God requires 


ung more peremptorily from 


man, than that he ſhould love mer- 
cy; ; that he ſhould feed t 5 r 


1 
his adlghbour's diſtreſs. * And from 
the letter, as well as from the ſpirit 


of our Saviour s doctrine, we are 
informed, that every man's conduct 
in theſe particufars will be enquired 


into at the day of judgment; and 


that the beſt defence he will be able 
at that time to make, will be 


grou ed on his having exerciſed, 
whilſt on earth, this godlike attri- 


of mercy. Fe or this wine 
ment of bur natu 


dictates of nature, the laws of mora- 
lity, or the beſt ſyſtems of moral 
philoſophy, give but groſs and im- 
perfect definitions of mercy, and 
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the . of * They may be 
Nj compared to a coarſe medicine 
which affects, only the. larger. or- 
gans; whilſt the doctrines of re · 
vealed religion operate in a very 

Is different manner. Their influence 
10 extends not only to our actions, but 

5 likewiſe to our words; and they 
require us to preſerve purity in our 
| moſt, ſecret and retired thoughts. 
5 They not only act on che larger or- 
gans, but they penetrate the nerves | 
affect the fineſt fibres of the heart 
and fulfil God's promiſe of putting 
His law in the mind of man. The 
wo enlightened agans, 
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tell us that there ever was an has 
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or. Athens: but they inform us of. 
Bladiatorial ſews, exhibited, not 
2 s but on the moſt tri 
8; in which on an ave - 
rage thirty thouſand. men were 
—_ age es to be. flain, for 
nent of the 

en q gl then living. 
i 1 rey | exhibitions;ir is remarked, 
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light than even the men. They in- 
forms un, -that multitudes ef chi- 


4 NG ES; dren 


A a 
| 2 PSS I ax 
e n 3 — — as 
FI -- r — 8 "I 


FA ec Ato to 


2 


A | 1 er 


—— _ --- 
m— 


26 a 
= 
m__—_ CC 


— A 
. ae ao erred ect” nets PAC "hott GH VEE Verge 
2 * % 0 n 3 1 


8 1 
n 
— gs %. 
SR — 


Ge þ 


s A - pou 
- an 402 v0.4 dA ligne, uh 
* * 7 


n 


22 


r 1 


U 


— — 


een e by the 
Romahs to periſh. by hut od 
a clit h e acer 


They inform us, that din" no- 
. 'bles made no ſcruple, when their 
ſlaves were old and paſt ſervice, to 
order their. bei ng left to ſtarve on 
an iſland in the Tiber. 
tion of the will of God, expreſſive 
of His abhorrence of inhumanity, 
was neceſſary to cure "(och 4 - : 
gitious inſtances of -cruelty ;/- 
it did correct them: for when = 
Roman Emperors became Chriſ- 
tians, they prohibited all theſe 
| ſavage enormities, which doubtleſs 
would otherwiſe have continued to 
this time; z as the expoſition of 


A revela- 


e _— 


/ 


"4 * 8 
0 ay I 
2 I 


3's 
je , 
975 


: — 
children ſtill does in the Sni \ 
of China, where the, Chriſtian re- 
ligion does not prevail. The 5 
French nation is at this moment an | ; 
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ſtrong confirmation, of the be reaſon- 
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_ celeſtial and immortal. More el | 
ecially, When, * th authority. 
of Scripture, it may be affirmed, that 
there will be a diſtinction of ſta- 
tion, in a future life, as well as in 
this. Indeed it ſeems impoſſible 
to imagine that there will be a per- 
fect equality of en, 
Such an idea is e od . 


; to reaſon, nor to the word of God: 


for: the former: ſuggeſts that what 
ever motives induce God to reward 
man at . lame: motives will 
I 6 Wk induce 
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| induce Him to decree that reward 
"Wahi; proportion to his vices: and 
| holineſs; and the latter? Precifely 
and particularly confirms this, our 
Saviour declaring, that in his Fa:- 
cher's houſe there ate many man- | 
ſions; that he that receiveth 2. 
propher in. the name of a prophet, 
ſhall ne a prophet” s reward; 
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and he that receiveth a righteous 
man in the name of a righteous 
man, ſhall receive a righteous 
man's reward: Likewife I ſay unto 
you, among them that are born 
of women, there hath not riſen a 
greater than John the Baptiſt; 
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neceſſity of Revelation. 
Though the preſent race of kings 
45 Em with the na- 

| ture of true ambition, in their 1 
t ce and purſuit of i it, moſt of 5 
them act on ner than on 
Chriſtian principles, and, as Dr. 
Clarke obſerves, in one of his Ser- | 
maons, do not ſeem fo anxious to 
—— " imitate God in His attribute of 


© goodneſs, Which they might doöb 2 


| to a great degree, as to imitate 1 
that of His power, which they | { 

not do in any degree. Our Sove- 1 
"reign however is — b E 
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from any imputation of this kind; 
as he gives every poſſible proof of 
acting on real Chriſtian principles. 

Indeed he is a ſplendid example to 


other monarchs, of the manner in 
which they ought to reign, to pro- 
mote and preſerve the happineſs of 


, mankind. The univerfal love of 


his ſubjects ſo frequently and ſo 


ſtrongly diſplayed 3 at the ſame 


time that it marks the goodneſs of 
5 his heart, and the wiſdom of his 
conduct, is a juſt criterion, and a 
national appeal, to prove that what 
is advanced is not adulation, but 
ſtrict and impartial truth. As to 


mere human ambition, by which | 
particularly a and excluſively mean, 
„ 1 ſelf- 
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fel. Geri at all . 
and events, it is in every EY 


directly the reverſe of that before. 
. deſcribed : inſtead of Veing hea- 


1 


venly and ſublime, it is always 


baſe; and frequently diabolical; i it 
has for its object the promotion of 
its own ſelfiſh and nefarious views, 


at the expenſe of every duty, moral 


and religious; there being no af. 


fection ſo tender, no promiſe ſo ſo- 
 lemn > no engagement ſo oblig * tory, 5 


no duty ſo ſacred, that it will not 

violate, nor any crime ſo black, 

that it will not perpetrate, to ac- 

| compliſh its purpoſe. Accordingly, 

it meditates the baſeſt and moſt 

ſelfiſh ends, which 1 it is prepared to 
RE, Co or SR purſue 


\ 
3 
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1 < 31 | 
purſue by the moſt criminal means. 
In it there is uſually vexation, diſ- 
grace, and remorſe. And of all 
the depraved paſſions of the human 
heart, there is none productive of 
more miſery to the individual, or 
more extenſive miſchief to ſociety; 
nor is there any 5 character ſo dan- 
gerous in a ſtate, as a man of poli- 
tical conſequence, whoſe ruling 
paſſion is that of ſelf 4881 grandize- : 
ment at all events. (4 . 
The laſt argument I have to 
a urge under this propoſition, = 
that the juſtice of God is evidently 
concerned in an explicit revelation 
of His will to mankind. Man be- 
ing endued with a faculty of wor- 
a3 ſhipping | 


Sm 
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God; nor could it diſcover many 
of the perſonal. obligations he is 


1% 


Digging his Creator, "FOO 
more agreeable to his reaſon, or to 
the majeſt) 
than that this awful and ſublime 
ſervice ſhould be performed in 


and dignity of God, 


ſpirit and in truth. It has been 


already endeavoured to aſſign rea- 
ſons why the pagans never did, 


e ge ee e 
ee 1 ee ſuch a mode 


of worſhip as was conſonant to the 


pure, holy, and infinite nature of 


under to that gracious and almighty 


of man's love and attachment to 


Him. | 


7 1 
\ 


1 t. * 1 1 8 
Him . theſe he als: 1 
1 FIRE clan ; conſequently, if 


God requires man to worſhip Him 
_ and in truth, which He 
does, and man can neither Utſcover 
1 manner nor the marives of ſuch 
worſnip ſufficiently from his o n 
reaſon, the Juſtice of God i is con- 


cerned in furniſhing him with 


means to accompliſh the end He 8 
expects · him to perform, Another 


reaſon, which ſhews that the juſtice 


of God is implicated in a revelation 
of His will, is His having been 


pleaſed to place man in this world 
in a probationary ſtate, and de- 
creed that he ſhall hereafter: be 


Wn” to trial at God's tribunal, 
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* 56 'Y 
EY there made to give account of 
his words and actions. God has 
been pleaſed to furniſh the brute 
creation with an unerring inſtinct 
for the performance of ſuch actions 
as He requires from them: this 
inſtinct being incompatible with 
man's free agency, the juſtice of 
God is concerned in providing him 
with a knowledge of His will 
_ equally infallible, which He has 
_ graciouſly. condeſcended to do by 
His Scriptures. This inſtance of 


_ - God's juſtice and mercy to man was 


: abſolutely neceſſary; but the di- 
play of it, though in the higheſt 
degree gracious, is not at all won- 

derful. We are. informed that the 
8 f pure 


EE ST ED 
pure and holy doctrines of the Goſ- 
pel are ultimately to prevail in the 
uttermoſt parts. of the earth, and 
that the Chriſtian religion is finally 
to become that of the whole human 
race, Upon this principle, a reve- 
lation and a religion. proceeding 
from God appear indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary; ; becauſe the paſſions of 
men would never have permitted 
them to form a pure and holy re- 
ligion, even if their reaſon had 
been capable of doing ſo. And 
were it poſſible to ſuppoſe that a 
pure religion could be formed in 
one quarter of the globe, ſuch 
are the pride of man, the infl gence” 
of education; and the force of habit 
Dy na, | and 


K 


and caſtor, that it is not _ 
inhabitants of the 


other ens quarters would: agree or 


conform to it. It was therefore 
neceſſary that a. ſyſtem of religion, 
ſuited to all ages, countries, and 


degrees of men, ſhould be dictated 
by, and proceed from God ; for 


otherwiſe it is inconceivable. chat 


one and the ſame religion ſnould 


ever prevail univerſally. By the 
Scriptures of God, man is amply, i in- 


formed of every thing neceſſary to 
ſecure kis ſalvation, and of all thoſe 
points of duty, on the performance 
or neglect of which he will bete - i 
after be tried. In this. view of 
man' 5 deſting, an el and par- 


I 


TIE 


' ricular, revelation of the will a. 
God appears ſo indiſpenſably, ſo 


unavoidably neceſſary, that, con- 
ſiſtently with our ideas of God's at- 
tribute of juſtice, it is impoſſible to 
conceive that without it there can 
be a day of judgment, the very na- 
ture of all judgment preſuppoſing 
a previous definition of duty, agree. | 
ably to the obſervation of St. Paul, 


„ had not known fin, but by the 
« law; for I had not known luſt, 


« except che law had ſaid, Thou 
e ſhalt not covet.” The written 
law of the Goſpel is the ſtandard 
by which all men, to whom it has 


been revealed, will doubtleſs here- 


after be tried. By which mode, 
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* 1 
at PTY Gs time that man \ will be 
precluded from pleading ignorance 


of his duty, he will be Conſtrained 


to acknowledge the juſtice of God's 


conduct in having been graciouſly 


pleaſed to define what He expects 
man to perform, in characters ſo 
clear, perſpicuous and unequivocal, 


that, unleſs wilfully, it is impoſible 
he ſhould miſtake hem. 


} 


| PoPorrTION m. 
It is attempted in this as 


| fition to prove, that, notwithſtand- 
: ing the imperfect - practice of its 


doctrines, revelation has been the 


direct and immediate cauſe of giv- 
55 1 88 85 to God in che higheſt, 


and 


I 91 15 
and of communicating peace and 
tay — pe 


; Though | © kerala of ſome 
men, and the vanity, ignorance, and 
immorality of others, may induce _ 
them to deny the truth of the 
Scriptures, 1t is however fully Al 
certained by the nature of the in- 
formation they communicate, which 
it is quite beyond the utmoſt 
ſtretch of man's underſtanding to 
have reached, though his eſſential 
happineſs en on his poſ- 
ſeſſing it. Revelation is proved 

to be true by prophecies and mi- 
racles; by the reſurrection of Chriſt, 
"5 oy: the r of its dodtrines, 


EL | - 


and 
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| and by the great effect 0. thoſe | 
| doctrines on the human mind; 


fhould have. the l higheſ 


_- which have this mark in common 
Vith all the works of God, in contra- 
diſtinction to thoſe of man, that the 


more they are ſtudied, and the more 


intenſely they are inveſtigated, the 


more perfect they appear, and the 


more they become the juſt object 
DC our admiration. Grotius __ 
fſerves very fagaciouſly, that, it 

was not the intention of God that 


the principles of revealed religion 
degree of 
evidence of Which a thing is ful 


cCe⁵ptible, an evidence fo ſtrong as 


to overthrow or filence every ſpe- 


cCious 3 3 but only enough to a 


hy 88 


= L 93 . 
ſatisfy and convince a wit and | 
| honeſt man, who, without pre: 
judice or pride, in the integrity” 5 
of his heart, ſeeks the truth, and 
has no other object, when it is 
found, than to follow and obey its 
 diftates. If the evidence of reli- 
gion had been as clear as the ſun 
ar noon day, where would have 
been the value or excellency of 
faith, which is an affection God 
requires to exiſt in the heart of 
man? and fo much does He re- 
quire it, that, without it, He has 
expreſsly declared it impoſſible to 
pleaſe Him. In this reſpect God 

demands no more from mankind 
than they do from each other, in 
SO all 


23 


* — nth arte i 0 At — ow; S at 


. as 4 ©: 
all che ſocial relations of life: Even 


a ſervant is juſtly. offended with 
= unreaſonable. diſtruſt, and, without 


mentioning the cloſer connections 
of life, ſuch as thoſe of huſband 


and wife, father and ſon, what is fo 
offenſive to a man of any honour 


38 to doubt his word? And 
ſince God gives ſo many viſible 
5 proofs of His power, wiſdom, and 
goodneſs, : and all theſe are diſplayed 
in the revelation of His will to man, 


ſince God is a God of truth, to 


doubt His weed is to offer Ih a 


great and unpardonable inſult. As 
the Scriptures proceed from God, 


133 they proceed from an infinite na- 
ture, and therefore they muſt par- 


take 


* 


975 


1 


take of char nature; and, Ele all other 
things which proceed from Him, be 
in ſome, parts incomprehenſible to 
0 „ being no one thing ; 
proceeding, from God in the whole 
creation which the reaſon of man 
perfectly comprehends. The ableſt 
natural philoſopher may be puzzled 
in the ſecond queſtion by the moſt 
illiterate perſon. So unhappily in- 
deed do the minds of ſome men 
appear to be biaſſed, that, whilſt g 
they aſcribe their diſbelief of the 
Chriſtian religion to its myſteries, 
choſe very men, if there were no- 
thing myſterious in it, would be 
the firſt to aſſign that as an equal | 
reaſon for their unbelief. They 
would 


961 ä 

| would then affirm that there was 
nothing. in the Scriptures which 
bore the ſtamp of God, or that was 
ot all ſuperior to the '60mmpoſition 
of man. It ſhould, however, al- 
ways be remembered by them, 
that chere is no myſtery in la- ; 
tion for which God we not HO 
ſcended to affigh ſome reaſon to 
man. God the Father is Sete. 
nated in the Scriptures his Creator, 
God the Son his Redeemer, and 
God the Holy Ghoſt his Sanctifier 
and Comforter. Thus man is in- 
formed of his perſonal obligations 
to each Perſon in the Frinity. As 
to the union of the two natures of 
God and man, it is a myſtery fupe 
oy _ rior 


\ 


8 * \undertading; bur ills re: | 


: i mankind could never have 
received God's pardon, or have 


partaken of everlaſting happineſs. 


Now when it is conſidered how 
many millions of human — 


will enjoy an eternity of happine 
in conſequence of this union, es 
ſhall preſume to ſet bounds to the 


infinite mercy of either the Father 
or the Son, or ſay, theſe things 
cannot be true, when the Word of 
God affirms they are ſo? Further, 
ſince it was the pleaſure of God to 
reveal His will to man, certainly His 
ſo by His Son was the moſt 
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the one daring : 


fore: obſerved; chere muſt be 4 


ftandard- by which judgment is to 


boar a I 15 it n ee 
that reaſon is ſufficient to teach 
man a proper manner of worſhip. 


ping God, or to diſcover ſpiritual 


truth, hiſtory n m —— 
by the idolatr 
the ſpiritual bee of ara 


yy with propriety be . 
that 


\ * 


1 which "It! is to: be 


” bk Apa 


that che reaſor 66 needed 
for his conduct in temporal wat? 
ers: but no one, whoſe opinion is 
vorth attending to, can poſſibly 
e it is in ſpiritual ones. 
Socrate 3! vrhoſe reaſon Was Pro- 
babl as ſtrong as that of moſt 
modern ſceptics, particulady and 
expꝛe ſoly declares it: is not ſufficient . 
In his ſecond Dialogue with Alci- 

es, Socrates obſerves to him, 
at Minerva is _repreſented in 
omer as ſcattering the miſt that 

rered the eyes of Diomede, 
a prevented him from diſtin- 
guiſhing/God tom man. Thus 
_ oy * Ir is e chat God 


darkneis which a. — 
e apply the means wi ah Fo 
e may be dae to diſtinguiſn what 
<.is evil and what is good for at 
rags are ineapable of 
8 0e — ſo. Plato Alcib. II. 
1 _ Nn ect i 


The arts anc „ equ ty 1 
5 confined. to chat ſmall part of the 
globe > 3 but no one, J believe, ob- 
jects to their truth on that account. 
It is ſufficient; that the Scriptu 
have been read, and ſtudied, and 
their — amine. ty 
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by * 1 8 Fe » : ; 
| 5 


molt ac ite the world; 


not only by the elergy but by 
SGrotius, Paſcal, Locke, Newton, 


Addiſon, Milton, Boyle, Bacon, 


and Selden, all laymen; each of 
uiſned for learning 


them diſti 
and genius, and in acuteneſs of 


intellect not yet ſurpaſſed by any 
that theſe have reſpectively by their 
e teſtimony to their 
truth. Conſidering the characters 
of theſe men, their ſuperior degree 
ns natural intellect, and the high 
oyement of that intellect, their 
2 and unſnhaken belief in the 
religion of Chriſt, after their ſtrict 


and ſevere examination of it, is 
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the authority f wache ene 
5 eee —— __ 2 a 


thoſe gien ut; 18 — to 
fatisfy a candid mind, that the 
truth of t e Scriptures has bee 
proved by thoſe great luminaries 
1 7 or: literature, Syilling- 
t, Cudworth, Hoadley, Sher- 
= Butler, Jenkin#, Clarke, 
/* po * n other emi- 
105 P h nent | 


« 
2 


ſuaded, the moral and religious 


nent men of the laſt and preſent 


century, whoſe evidence in So 


of Chriſtianity, 


diſputed, will, 45 am convinced, 


never be vanquiſhed. Further, 
is a practical proof ol che truth of 


Chriſtianity, that it is admitted 
and its doctrines practiſed by moſt 
men of worth in this country, and 


* 


land; where, I am per- 


higher perfection, liberty better 
aſcertained, underſtood, and prac- 
tiſed, and the intellectual powers of 
the a more en than clſe- | 


where. 4k 
"TO ae truth of Chwiſtianicy-i it is 
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ne, eee en. „ pobeßs Mah 0 
metaniſin, not one in ten thouſand 


bed hos ihe Koran and if they 
could, their ignorance and th 
ee ſtate of their minds 
is ſuch, that either their aſſent or 
quence. to the credibility of the 
Goſpel. Beſides, whatever there 
is of worth in the Koran, it is well 
en is extracted either from the 
See „ NMoſaick 


| * We as — — may 


not be ſufficiently, improved to rer 


e 48 Wherever the Maho- 
metan; religion is admitted, it abo- 
hes: em which: is one great 
vocodlon of — 


— — 9 — 
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* the meine | 


other frivolous , objections again . 


of aſtronomy... 5 — all ſuch obs 
jections, they are completely an- 
ſwered DF Mr. Paſcal, who ob- 


ſerves | | 
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2 philoſophical account 
of the ſolar ſyſtem, he would have 


ROT ,- 
nor have been believed: bur-m6ft 
likety Ke himſelf knew; nothing uf 
this fyſtem'; for though he was in- 


2 ſpired as to ſpiritual matters, it 5 
. not hy nor at ae 


Anocher objection, but of no 
more real weight than the laſt, is, 
chat before the promulgation df 
the Goſpel, the Roman Empire 


Slory, power, and fplendour, 
produced men of the moſt * 
; characters, who ſeem to have en- 


people have fince done, who have 


benwſkroured: wich the advantages 
10 | . of 
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"of the de: 


that ever yet exiſted #7: _ it is 
niverſally agreed to have been ſo 
| of 


of the Rot 
* 


he Romans in their publick build- 
| | inge; their ſacrifices, their temples, 
their-rriumphs, feaſts; &c. it mu 
be allowed, Was very great : but 
the real welfare of a people is not 
proof that it is not, no people, 1 


believe it will be admitted, ever 
enjoyed more happineſs in former 


times, than the 10 + abi = ats of the 
little commonwealths of Greece; 


nor do any in modern ones than 
the inhabitants of the Swiſs can- 
_ 8 ſu erior happineſs is not 
to be [aſcribed to power or ſplen- 
our, f or they cannot pretend to 


either; 


zan. The ſplendour of 
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| Ghana er bes actribures n 0 


— in 2 
n — their time in the im- 


It l n finds; and in 


tereſts;_ and in the lower claſſes: 


„ being Hhoneſt, frugal, and induſ- 


trious; in ſhort, by a general de- 


cody to be quiet and to mind their 


own (buſineſs. (r. The happineſa of 


. 7 \ 


was in -proportipns f to 
pe eee | 
caſe : for, in ſpire; of all the {1 
politicak maxims of Machiavi 
neſs. The French nation, 
than all the books f in che world, 
y prove the folly and 
futility of his theory, and that it is 

n not 
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2 hundred vate vi | 
Wers were uſuslly gain 
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WY 


d, reigning ſo inſecurely, 


; chat, out of fiſty. ſeven ſueceſſive 


ones s from Julius Cæſar to 2 


( SAS 


Tn 5 
1 thirty-eight were murdered, 1 
only nineteen dying naturally; in a 
ſtate where it was commonly the 
cuſtom, upon the elevation of a new 
emperor, to kill all the friends and 
relations of his predeceſſor; where 
their minds were ſo ill regulated, 
chat mothers could deſert and ex- 
poſe to death their helpleſs off. 
ſpring, noblemen could inhumanly 
ſtarve their old faithful ſervants; 5 
and where both men and women 
wereof ſo cruel a temper, that they 
conſidered men's {laying each other 
on a publick theatre, as the firſt 
> . e amuſement they could _ 
partake of, Not to mention how 
| their | happinels muſt have 
Hs EEͤ ð ' ñͤ be 


; " 


1 . 
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hea narrowed by their i ignorance of 


aſtronomy, geography, and expe- i 


rimental philoſophy, the uſe of the 
compaſs, optical glaſſes, and the 
art of printing, how comfortleſs 


muſt even a good man have been, 


in extreme adverſity, or on a ſick 
bed, deprived of the hope or con- 


tion of a future life? Therefore 
neither during life, nor at the hour 


of death, was their happineſs inany - 


ſort of proportion equal to that 


mankind. have enjoyed ſince the 


promulgation of the Goſpel. 


Perhaps the greateſt cle -S 


the progreſs of genuine C hriſtianity 


: has been the idolatry of the Romiſh 


„„ church; 


church; which in ſome inſtances 
is of a ranker ſort than any that 
ever prevailed in Greece or Rome: 15 
for no Roman or Grecian preſumed 
to intrude into the ſeat of their God 
omnipotent, and to call himſelf i in- 
fallible, or was guilty of ſuch abo- 
minable blaſphemy as to pretend to 
remit ſin for a pecuniary conſi- 
deration. Its ſaint worſhip (2), pur- 
gatory, confeſſion, and prohibition 
to the laity to read the ſcriptures, 
have likewiſe greatly prevented the 
progreſs of real Chriſtianity in 
that part of the world, where other- 
wiſe it would probably have flou- 
riſtied in a high degree. But, not- 
wan the hypocriſy and vi- 
. cious 


. . * 
| aſſions of ad 5 
ions r ut impediments that have 
Obſtructed the real genuine pro- 


feſſion and p progreſs of the religion 
of Chriſt, it ſhall now be my endea- 
e, that it has been the 
efficient cauſe of giving glory to 
God, and of communicating peace 
and good will to man. On the 


e 


birth of Chriſt the heavenly Hoſt 
: declared it ſhould do this; and 
where its doctrines have been re- 
ceived and nm Faw: it hath 
done. 


7 have. « proper 5 
manner in which hat Goſpel has 


| promoted the glocy of God, the 


| 


N 7 3 

WY be contraſted with that of 
4 Chriſtian: Figure to yourſelf 
ſuch acts of adoration as the Ca- 
naanite ſacrificing to Devils, and 
caſting his child into the fiery i image 
of his idol Moloch; the Egyptian 
worſhipping the bull Apis; the 
ungrateful and inſenſible Jew danc- 
ing round the golden Calf; the 

ſanguinary altar of the Greek 
ſmoaking with human gore; the 
impious and profane Roman ador- 

ing as God that bloody and impure 

monſter Caracalla; and then ſee 
Latimer, Ridley, Tillotſon, Pod- 
dridge, Secker, and thouſands of 
the elergy and laity of this country, 
who kneel before the altar of God, 
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| ae with genuine piety wy hu. 
; mility, acknowledge they poſſeſs 


no faculty of body or mind, which 
they did not receive from His gra- 


cious and bountiful hand, and con- 


feſſing they would have been as 


the duſt on which they walk, if it 


had nor pleaſed Him to call them 


into being; that it is entirely to His 


ſpontaneous goodneſs they are in- 


debted for happineſs temporal or 
eternal, for health of body or peace 
of mind in this life, and for all hope 
or expectation of felicity in the 
next. Conſciouſneſs, not only of 
their imbecility and inſignificancy, 
but of their natural depravity, cor- 
eo and e on one hand all 


pride 


2 4% 


. ug 1 


pride af heart, and prepares their | 
mind for. humble prayer: on the 
other, it is prepared for the- praiſe 
of God by conſideration, and re- 
flection on His tranſcendent mercy, 
ſhewn in their creation, preſerva- 

tion, and redemption, in the pro- 
miſes He has been pleaſed to make 
of favouring them with his grace, 
of comforting them under affliction, 
of not ſuffering them to be tempted 
beyond a power of eſcaping the 
temptation, and finally of allotting 
an immortal and ever enduring 
happineſs, through Chriſt's merits, 
to ſuch as diligently ſeek him. 
ime humble and ſincere worſhip + of 
J a being, 


115 126 3. 
2 {ting whoſe mind is 1 ill 5 
mined by the truths of revelation, 


is as much ſuperior to any heathen 


wWorſbip, as probably that of an 

aagel may be to his worſhip, In a 
proper and abſtract ſenſe it is not 
poſlible to fuppoſe that the glory of 


© God can receive addition by the 


worſhip of mai but in a relative 
ſenſe it may; a in this laſt ſenſe 
it muſt ſurely be allowed, that the 


- Goſpel, freeing men's minds from 


the fetters of polytheiſm, idolatry, 
and ſuperſtition, and enabling them 
to worſnip God in ſpirit and in 
truth, has been actually and imme- 
4 der the cauſe of giving glory to 

| 1 God 


g 
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God in n the higheſt, as far as it is 
poſſible for a human creature to 


do ſo. 


of the truth of which, I am con- 


vinced, all thoſe are ſufficiently _ 


ſenſible, who believe in them, and 


have tried their influence. So ex- 
tremely powerful are they in calm- 
ing. anguiſh and diſtreſs of mind, 


that there is juſt reaſon, from hiſtory 


and the practical experience of 
man, to aver, that they are capable 
of diſarming the point and blunting 
che edge of the acuteſt and moſt 
A ap affliction that can poſ- 


ſibly 


The d . « hs Goſpel have | 
been equally effective i in communi» 
cating peace to the mind of man 


if a7 : 
e 
41 yu 


TIN 


as an all-wiſe Being, whoſe ways, 


indeed, are not as our ways, and 
whoſe thoughts are not as our 


thoughts, but who has the happineſs 


of His creatures in view, muſt 


know the beſt way to promote it, 


and, though He has declared that 
whom He loveth He chaſteneth, 


He has equally been pleaſed to de- 


Clare, that all things ſhall ulti- 
mately work together for good to 
thoſe that love Him; and who has 


promiſed to be a rewarder of thoſe 
| that 


5 [ 122 — 
oy 6bly befal a huinens being. Nor 
is it at all wonderful they ſhould E 
poſſeſs this power; for, do they 
not inform us, that this world is. 
governed by an all-merciful as well | 
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3 * will nl ſeek Kim: Can 


any one poſſibly doubt whether He 
that made the eye can ſee; or He: 


that made the ear can hear! 2 or 


can any one queſtion His power 


either to ſave, deſtroy, or relieve as 5 


He pleaſes? From the conſidera- 


tion therefore of the ſhort- ſighted- 


neſs of man, and his ignorance,' 
whether what He deplotes as an 


affliction may not ultimately be for 
his benefit, and from the conſidera- 


tion -of the great love and mercy- 


which God has declared He bears | 


to the human race, and His irre- 


ſiſtible power to accompliſh what- 


ever He purpoſes from theſe con- 


| {iderations, which are ſuggeſted to 
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we reaſon of man by revealed, reli- 
gion, the mind is relieved, calmed, 


and becomes reſigned and tranquil, 


under any and * ; 
_that can aſſault it. 


As to the ſuppoſition that it is 
ay to the majeſty and om- 


nipotence of God to attend- to, or 
to interfere with, the low concerns 


and conduct of man, the idea is of 


heatheniſh extraction. It is againſt 
both the letter and ſpirit of revela- 
tion ; and, if admitted, at the ſame 
time that it would diminiſh; our 
ideas of God's mercy and goodneſs, 
it would not at all increaſe our ideas 


of his power; it being a greater act 
of mee to govern and to 
| | attend 


= 
[ | K | 1 
4 * K k 


attend to all things in the univerſe, 
than only to certain things in it. 
In the enumeration of the advan- 


tages man derives from revelatio 


it is impoſſible not to remark the 


| ſuperiority in the terms of peace 


and happineſs held out to man by 
revealed religion over tlioſe offered 


to Him by any worldly ſyſtem 
whatever. This latter may propoſe 
many ſchemes of ſenſuality and diſ- 


ſipation to thoſe who are in high | 
health and proſperity : but what 
does it propoſe to its votaries, when 
ſick. and i in adverſity? Like a falſe 
friend, it then deſerts him. At 


the critical hour of diſtreſs, and 


1 when — is moſt _— it 
„ _ - affords 
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affords him no a SOR 
companions of his proſperity then 5 
forſake him, the world triumphs over 
bim, heaven frowns upon him, and 
his own heart condemns him. In 
experimental philoſophy, when the 
end is not produced by the means, 

we always ſuſpect there is an error 
ſomewhere; and ſince all mere 
worldly ſyſtems of happineſs, by 
the confeſſion of thoſe who have 
tried them, do not accompliſh their 
purpoſe, if we will act rationally, 
we ought on that account to diſcard | 
them, and try ſome other plan. 
Revelation offers another and a 
better, profeſſing that its ways are 
ways of pleaſantneſs, and that all 


its 
. 


Ee 127 * 
its paths are peace. It ſets before 
us a ſyſtem extremely favourable to 
the purſuits of all rational men, fa- 
vourable to all pleaſures of an in- 
tellectual nature, and which allows 
of thoſe of ſenſe within the reaſona- 
ble bounds of moderation and inno- 
cence; a ſyſtem by which we may 
obtain peace of mind, and acquire 
the eſteem and good-will of the 
worthy part of our ſpecies, fecure 
the favour of God, and obtain im- 
mortal happineſs. If we confine 
our views merely to this life, what 
is it, as the pious Burnet obſerves, 
in his Theory of the Earth, “ but a 
« circulation of little mean actions! ? 
* Welie Gown, and riſe again, dreſs, 
| cc and 
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0 vught not addy antics 3 . 
0 pectations to be greater ? Gs: | 
4 be adventurers for another world; 
"Xie tis at leaſt 4 fair, and noble 


| e d 6 Jo 


ee work, or ada nod are weary ; 


and then we lie down, and the 


circle returns. We ſpend the day 


4 in trifles; and when the night 


<© comes, we throw ourſelves in! 


the bed of folly, amongſt dream; 

and broken thoughts, and wild 
— 

* aſleep by us, and we are for the 


ations: our reaſon lies 


time as arrant brutes as thoſe 
66 that ſleep in the. ſtalls or in the 
_ Are not the capacities of 


1 . chance; 


D « paſſions: 11 we ey be diſap- 
« pointed, we are ſtill no worſe than 
b of: our fellow- mortals "8 


to be proved) it ac- 


compliſhes its ons, becauſe 


its end and its means always cor- 


and as this hath- not. been een 


any ſyſtem deviſed by 
the reaſon of man, revelation was 


neceſſary | 
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neceſſary ro point out: the means 
happineſs to each indi | 
- informing him of 
parts, and of the courſe 3 
of life in which they were to be ob- | 
ined. . The religion of Chriſt has 
been equally. ſucceſsful in promo. 


ing the publick peace of man ind. : | 
> ohms inoffenſive doc- : 


"ns of r man, n, being g equal- 0-5 
1 5 Avila and Ore, : 
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inhabitants of Euroge =. 
4 fo their eternal purſuit of war, 8 
and inclined them to a ſettled reſi- 
dence. Its gentle and benevolent in- 
fluence ſtill increaſing, and i its uſeful 

and beneficial effect to ſociety being 
2 more and more felt, by degrees the e 
Princes of the modern world were 
led by it to the idea of eſtabliſhing 1 
that famous balance of power, which . 70 8 
keeps themſelves in awe, and . 
world in order (u). So that though, 1 
ſince that eſtabliſhment, there have 8 
been wars enough, and more taan 
enough; yet there have likewiſe been 
long intervals of peace in every nation 
in Europe; which has allowed that 
leiſure and quiet a denied) | 
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* have been, in conſequence of 
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eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity, 
have been few wars ſince that 
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13 5 133 5 3s pr el 
at war, with only ' three interini "7 
ions; the temple of Janus having 
been only Wee times e in et 
ee 1 5 
It is now incumbent on me to N 
prove, that the Chriſtian Religion | | 

| has been productiye of good will, 
4 well as of peace, to man. And here 3 
it may juſtly give every native of + 
this favoured iſle pleaſure to re 

| fleft chat the ſtrongeſt mark of it. 

| that has been ever given by man to 2 
man, fince the creation, may with _ 
wrath | be ſelected from this king. 
dom. The natives of other coun- 1 
tries e excelled as well as our- | 
. ſelves in ſcience and in war: 5 but 5 | 
what e but this « encirctes 3 


. c 1 * 
- , : . f 
. A 5 — N ak 
- £2 £- > 
F- 3 - 9 k 
4 : — : £ 
* . 
. ae 
. o 
7 = I 7 8 a ö IE 
4 * * 


- * 5 —— Eats ns 
Fr ͤ r Yee — — 


1 N * * a 2 
12 oy - 2 3 5 
— IIs ed ves e 


e 


E > a et 8 rn 
2 Rs 3 n 
. 997 — 


* 
— —— — 
BET: p %* 564 2 LY . — * . — 
4% „r. r 
. l 
. 


. * 
e 
o 


. 


Fl 
— 
= 
- 
* 
— 
1 IE 
—— — — 0 — 
* — 2 RS. os 
— — 22g 


. r. 
» mh, "7 "Sb; XS 


4 - 
. 
—— 2/9 
* 


ER en within Its . 
nation but England 3 FI ua E 
e the earth's circuit round the ſun, 
ever had, an eſtabliſhment by law | 
for a conſtant and permanent relief of | : 
its poor? This may be termed the 
triumph of Chriſtianity, the moſt 
. glorious and ſplendid effect of it ; 
ever yet diſplayed on earth, and is 
beyond all compariſon the brighteſt | 
ret: emanation of human perfection that 
was ever exhibited to the world. 
It accompliſhes, in ſo. bold and 
1 5 maſterly a manner, the expreſs will 
of God, and carries human excel- 
lence to fo way high : a pitch, that, 
I 4 _ 
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bo Hs the leaſt byperbole, it . 
i object for the obſervation and ad- 1 
miration of angels, that fo fallen, 
ſo felfiſh an animal as man ſhould 
ever have meditated, eſtabliſhed, . 
and never diſcontinued for above Ke 
two hundred years, ſo diſintereſted, 0 
ſo godlike an inſtitution; one, 
that, having for its object. the con- 
ſtant feeding, clothing, and reliey- 
ing, millions from want and diſtreſs, As 
1s a dire& and immediate draught 2 85 
from the providence. of . God Him- | 
_ ſelf; and, without all doubt, i is the 5 
3 cloſeſt and exacteſt copy of it, the 85 
world ever yet beheld Cu). Thus . 
the religion of Chriſt has been h 
; actual and poſitive cauſe of f giving 
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motives are cos Ap to tho mind 
ol man ſufficiently ſtrong to eng 
ter « real trult and confidence i in 


pointed out, of a nature to create in 
his mind a real genuine love for 
Him, Man is thereby informed of 
his origin and probe: 
and of that glorious deſtiny, which, 
it is not his. own fault, will, - 
through his Saviour's merits, be 
hereafter awarded him. By revela- 


tion he is furniſhed with ſolid mo- 


tives and reaſons to love mer 
and to ſhew it on all Ee: occa- 
ſions to his fellow creature; 
2 — pon: and impure, , every 
eee and cruel Mts is re- 

8 Probated, 
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By its 


„ 5 6 ments of that ſtate, revelation has 


mind of man, a coun- 
q ane to curb 


= nk wy bis bad paſſions, and 


has ſuggeſted motives ſtrong enough = 
to impel into action his good ones; 
thoſe finer: virtue 1 human 


| foul connected with love to God. 


4 7 and benevolence to man, which 
previous to revelation lay there dor- 
mant and inactive (x). Thus all * 
eee.ſſential knowledge, and all eſſential 
we excellence in man's. character, i is de- 
_rived from revelation, and may be”. 
— and n lere to its in- 
„„ | fluence, 
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5 4 139 2 
| Hanes; bier and injui 95 ions. 
However ſome 80 | n at n 
Scriptures, they c 
we are indebted to thous fob all "ny 8 
ſublime and important data I have 


mentioned; and as all theſe re- 


0 ni to the en, of God, and 


conſiders God as gracious and mer- 
ciful, as well as omnipotent, can 
rationally maintain that the revela- 


tion of His will, which we poſſeſs, 1 


is onwortiy: the majeſty of God, or 
that it is any imputation on the 
moſt improved reaſon of man to 
believe in it. Indeed, how wonder- 
fully has the orbit of man's reaſon = 
been enlarged: and extended by 
re velation ! 
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- gence. ſhe derives from the religio 
of Chriſt enables her to ſoar a 
celeſtial flight, to aſcend t deen 
itſelf. She is even invite by i it to 
approach the throne of God, and 
1 ſuffered to contemplate at pre- 
ent that exquiſite happineſs, which, 
_ through Chriſt's merits, ſhe will 
| hereafter for ever enjoy from a 
viſion of Goc 

being permitted to witneſs 
manifeſtation and diſplay of ks 
200dneſs, wiſdom, and greatneſs, in 
the government of the univerſe. 
in this x manner is the reaſon of man 


im proved 
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| ronfined te the narrow e of 
_ this little planet, the ſublime intelli- 


| 's preſence, and from 


| improved. and exalted by revela- 


| tion; and in what nobler employ- 


ment can her faculties poſlibly be 


engaged, than i in that which revealed 
religionſuggeſts and recommends— 
an employment, which has for its 
SUBJECT the inveſtigation and con-„ 


templation of the mercies and at- 


 tnbutes of Almighty God; for 1 5 | 
obiger, the attainment of God's 
b favour, by obeying His will and 


worſhipping Him in ſpirit and in 


truth; and for its znv, the im- 
provement of man's nature in this 
world, ſo as to qualify him for the 
viſion of God and the enjoyment of _ 
eternal happineſs in the world _- 
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Pacer 8 = 100. From the OY By 
_ courſe that ſubſiſted between the Jews and 
_ the Egyptians, after the departure of the 


former from Egypt, it is not unreaſona- 


ble to ſuppoſe, that the latter procured | 
copies of the writings of Moſes, This 
intercourſe was very great, being both : 
pol tical and commercial. The Jews 
traded with the Egyptians, ſometimes 5 
deſired their aſſiſtance againſt their ene- 
mies, and often entered into treaties 1 
aud alliances with them. The captivity 5 
of King Jehoahaz, whom Pharaoh Necho 


carried away with him into Egypt, where 


he ended his days about the beginning of 
the * * tos the reſi- 
dence 
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Tews, whom he” King of Babylon had 
let in Jude, not leave the Egyp- 


. tians ignorant of the Jewil concerns in 


e There, can, I think, be - no 
doubt but the Egyptian Prieſts (who 
7g were by far the moſt learned men then in 


5 the world, and inquiſitive in all theo- 


logical matters) would obtain copies of 
the writings of Moſes. About this pe- 
riod P ; travelled. into Egypt, 


- from whence he is ſuppoſed to have 
brought theſe traditions into Greece. 


c 


By his diſciples they were, it is it 
5 communicated to-Socrates, who-commu- 
nicated them to Plato. Plato, thathe might 
be more perfectly inſtructed in - them, 


, 


went himſelf into Egypt; and Som this 


— wouree, it is very reaſonable to ſuppoſe, he 
VV acquired 
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4 digg 6% * is . in 1 
this place to reconeile the apparent di. 

| ped in 0 ph bet St. Paul held 5 N 6 i 
9 jolt of their i ignorance and eee * „ 1 
God. When he obſerved at Athens te Iþ 
Altar on which was the inſeription, . 16 
che unknown God,” he tells them „ 
+ Whom ye ignorantly worſhip, Him -. 
4 declare I unto you.” This inſcription _ 15 | | 
is ſomewhat ſimilar to that on the temple If 
of Sais in Egypt; „I am whatever hath 
been, and is, and ſhall be; and no mor- 
tal hath yet pierced through the veil _ 
chat ſhrouds me. Under this de- 
— Egyptians worthip- . 
Jod Creator and abſo- 

r lte 
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5 88 a, all things in ae a and. 


earth, by the title of Ammon or Ham- 
mon; and under the title of 1 « Un- . 


6c live, and move, and have Our being; as , 


= certain alſo of your own poets have aid. iy # 
e knowledge therefore that St. Paul at 


217510 . ſcience 
b — 
| EEE 
. 


5 known God, ” the literate Greeks wor- 
| ſhipped their Jupiter, Zeus or Upatos; LY 
the literate Romans worſhipped Him 0 ; 
under the title of Deus Optimus Maxi- 
mus; each of theſe nations conſidering 
- Him as ſupreme Lord of all things in 
© heaven and earth, the Creator of gods N 
and men. Now that St. Paul knew 
"that the literate Athenians had. a know- 

| ledge: of God's eſſence to acertain degree, x 
is inconteſtibly proved by his referring 

them to their own poets; «for in Him we. 


— 


cis time meant to communicate to them, 1 
was not 4 knowledge of God's omni- 


Ro + inp 7 
ſcience or omnipotence, 5. ls "hey 
knew already; but it was the knowledge 
peculiarly revealed by the Goſpel of Chriſt, 


which may be inferred from his ſubſe- _ 
quent addreſs to them; He hath appoint- N 
« ed a day, in che which he will judge 


the world in righteouſneſs, by that 
Man wnom he hath ordai ned; whereof 


« He hath given aſſurance unto all men, 


« in e He hath raiſed Him from the 


« Jead.” ©" When they heard of he re-? 


bunt n of the dead, ſome mocked, and 
others ſaid, © We will hear thee again on 


« this matter. Thus St. Paul's oration was | 


chiefly to inform them of what indeed 
they were entirely i ignorant, namely, that 
this life was a ſtate of probation, and 
that they were, after this life, to riſe}, 


again, and on a day appointed by God to 
be es to judgment. St. Paul after=" 


. wards = 


- 4 


"a. 


j 
8 
9 


— 
ne 


EN 


\ 


"ib both the literate prin and Romans f 
knew ſufficiently the nature of God, to be 


ſenſible that His worſhip was profaned by 
the idolatrous . worſhip of the - vulgar, 


though they were equally ignorant with 
the vulgar of the inyalaghl en: 
wunieated by revelation. | 
Page 75 \ note 0 c ). See gun * 2 
Ds 75 note (4). 10 1 is "veg 8 4 
the writings of Plato, that both himſelf 
and Socrates admitted à plurality of 
Gods. In bis Timæus, be actually 
erts that papain lat net a | 


OY "©" he" 


_ ieſelf be, and to be a God or : 
| Goddeſs: moreover in his book of Laws, 
and his Epinon is, which is ſaid to have 
been written in his- old age, he much in- 
| fiſts upon the divinity of the ſun, moon, 
and ſtars; and complains of the young 
. ſtudents of Athens, for being ſo much - 
infected with the Anaxagorean doctrine, 
as to entertain a contrary opinion. That 
| Socrates was likewiſe conformable to the : 
Pagan religion and worſhip, not only ap- 35 
pears from his requeſting his friends, 
with his laſt dying words, and after he 
had drank poiſon, to offer a votive cock 
for him to Eſculapius, and from his 
having ſacrificed to the Pythian Apollo. 
but likewiſe from bis Apology, in which 
1 to acknowledge the ſun, 
1 and ſtars, for WOE condemning 
. 8 „5 
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058 hundred men in facrifice to Ju- 
piter of Ithome, among whom was The. 
opompus King of Sparta. And Plu- 
. tarch informs. us, that Themiſtocles of- 

9 8 fered men in facrifice to propitiate the 
SGSaods in his war with the Perſians.—Plu- 
tarch in Themiſt. and Potter's e 5 
ties of NO vol. i. ve. 218. bh. ot 
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gy wretch, that he intended to have put his 
own father to death, as he actually did 

| his brother Geta, in his mother's: arms, 
Killing the friends and dependants of 
his father and brother, to the comput- 
ed amount bf: N thouſand 1 10 


eee 


23 f 


8 151 ] 5 


e ee e Jon ee, 


6 and kept three hundred boys for his un- 
: natural luſt. And the Empreſs Fauſtina, 
though conſort to the Emperor Marcus 
Antoninus, proſtituted herſelf in the moſt 
publick and notorious manner r to a com- 
mon eee aa Ree Cre 


P age 18, note - 295 Plutarch; - in his 


life of Ariſtides, mentions indeed a fact, 


8 which ſeems to contr adict this 5 opinion: 
he relates that, when Mardonius the 


Perſian aſſaulted the-Grecian army, Pau- | 


6 ſanias the Lacedzmonian general offered 
ſacrifice, and finding it not acoeptable/t to' | 
the Gods, he commanded _ the Lacedz-' 
monians to lay down their ſhields, and? 5 
make no reſiſtance, but attend to his 
directions. They obeyed, and, though : 
the Perſian horſe charged, ſuſfered them- 
. * e 9 ; 


were kept, to be opene „ and threw a 
_ a: handful of crumbs or corn. If che 
— did not immediately run flut- 
tering to che meat, if they ſcattered it 
_ with-their wings, if they went by without 
_—_ notice of it, or if they flew aways 
the omen was reckoned unfortunate: 
but if they immediately from the 
penn, and eat ſo greedily as to let ſome of 
the meat drop from their mouths on the 
pavement, every thing e and for- 
tunate was to be It was 
equally among others a ane » prognof- 
| tick; if the bull, when ſacrificed, 
his tail —Kennet's Roman Antiquities. 275 


d 9 1 5 1 
f 1 hat : the ; 
5 * 8 5 f | | l 5 
- ” 1 7 ; pe — * 


- 5 
— 
4 
* 
* 
9 
- 
E * 
— , 
5 
$ a 2 4 ; 
7 
. 
: * 
1 : | 
+ * 
* — 


£ 
4 : 
N ! 
— 
1 * 
TY 
N oy 
4 
4 
* : 
\ 
47 
* 
9 
* = 
£ 
— 
1 
Pe _ 
> 
* 
= 
X 
> 
? 
* 
* 
1 bo 
* ©. 
1 
* 
4 
4. 
* 
.* 
* 
1 4 
# 
N 
* 
* 
” 
n bh P 
ns 
£3 — 
4© 
bet! 2 \ 


beſides 


— * 
A 
" 
\ * * — 
4 
1 * 
% 
F 
* . 
. 1 
3 
. 
* 
* 
0 
* 
* 
* 
* 
: 
/ 
2 
2 
2 I 
A 
: 4 8 
1 . 
\ : * 
8 9 
: 
+ 
* 
7 
Þ . 
g . 
- 
- 4 
A. 
: 
* 
s 


4 * 
* 
N 
* * 
a * 
* 
p * 
— 
# 
Gl - 
% 
4 £ 
4 
- 
. 
% = 4 N 
5 a % 
- 
# > 
= f + 
Fa ; 2 
= 
d L 
* 


| ds, is rr clear 
from are is and | likewiſe t from Heſioc 


dhe great and n e N Gods 
_ ſhould be that by the Stygian 
that if any God ſwore falſely, he 
| ſhould: be debarred the uſe of nectar, 
= be deprived of bis LG for- one 
hundred years. 
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Page 25, note ( 


nicians, Carthaginians, -and Tyrians car- 
ried on a ban commerce, and eſpecially 


eys of an extraordinary fize, 


nzus ſays, (lib. v. p. 203) 
ſix ſcore 


he had more than four —— 
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Solomon traded to 
che Eaſt Indies. The Egyptians, Pho. 
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| ep forthe fri of the i the 95 
e of trade, © ' 


"is Ms note. TORE The p at 

An originally founded by _— 
| Soter, Was (increaſed by the princes” of 
his race, till at laſt it contained ſeven 
hundred thouſand volumes, four hundrec 
thouſand of which were in that quarter f 
the city called Bruchion, and three hun- 
dred thouſand in a library called Serapion 
In the war between Cæſar and the Alex- g 5 
andrians, the library of Bruchion was 
conſumed, but that of Serapion was not 
damaged. And to this library Cleo- 0 
patra added two hundred thouſand vo- = 
lumes, preſented to her by Mark Anthony: 
This valuable library ſubſiſted till nne 
78 of our Lord 642, continually. unfold- 

res to the c When 

| Alexandria, 05 135 e 
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1 156 


. in that dee dne en by 
the Saracens. John ſurnamed the Gram- 
marian was much eſteemed by Amri- 

Ebnol-as, the Saracen general, and requeſt- 
ed him tor beſtow- on him this library. 
Amri ſaid he muſt firſt obtain leave of his 
maſter Omar, to whom he accordingly 
e e anſwer. was, _ if thoſe 


| the ſame: doctrine with 


8 Rea, „„ 


as the Koran was ſufficient, and com- 


prehended all neceſſary truths; but if 


they contained any 


| to that book, they ought'to-be deſtroyed. 


In cor 


of this anſwer 80 were 


farther examination, and for that purpoſe 

were diſtributed to the keepers of the 
public bagnios, where for the ſpace of 
" onthe: they were 1 for wel in- 


=, 


%, 


Ny ES Ie 15 5 _ 
bead of 1 ollin's Anc ent Hiſt, 
n v. _ e ae 
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ge 4% note. < ” 11 this i in 5 ce be 
janz how ſingulatly does it prove the ac- 
os dent of the following prophecy 
of Jeremiah: They ſhall teach nod 
more every man his neighbour, and 
every man his brother, ſaying, Know 
the Lord; for they ſhall all know! me, 
4 from the leaſt of them unto the greateſt 

of them, faith the Lord. This pro- 
phecy was delivered more than fix bun- 
dred years before the promulgation of 
the Goſpel, which, by its general diffu- 
ſion of the ep of God to the poor, 


5 ny fulfils it: a it is impoſſible to 
apprehend its - force or beauty, richout 
5 of. e mythology. | 
| e The 


85 « 158 . N 3 \ 
be 3 and literate men of: "Try 5 
Greece, and Rome, took all imaginable 
care to conceal the knowledge of the 
true God from the vulgar; and at the 
e ame timethat they boaſted of this know- 4 
1 enen emſelves, they deſpiſed others for 
ü their ignorance off it. Reaſons have 
been already aſfigned why the poor never 
would have known religious truth with- | 
out the interpoſition of God; and our 
Saviour himſelf makes its: general com- 
munication a proof of His divine miſſion: 
ſor when John's: diſciples came to aſk Him: 
5 N He was, among other eriterions 
by which He proves himſelf che eee N 
le ſays to the diſciples of John, '« Tell 
10 him, the poor have the Goſpel preached 
A to them.“ Origen, who was himſelf an 
Egyptian by birth, informs us that the 
Egyptians had two ſpecies of theology," % 
Res 5 Ta, the 


9 | —& * . 2 
4 * \ 
A 


F So 
| . one arcane and . which was | 
concealed. from the vulgar, and communi- 
_ cated only to kings, prieſts, and vant 
men; the other adapted to the under- 
ſtandings of the lower claſſes of the peo-— 
= conſiſting. of mere external ſymbols 5 
E and. ceremonies. And, in his theological 
conteſt with. Celſus, he further obſerves; 
1 what we have now affirmed concerning 
he. difference. betwixt the wiſe and ig- 

norant men of Egypt may be equally ag 
of the Perſians, amongſt whom, as well as 
the Syrians and Indians, religious rites are” 
performed rationally by thoſe who are in- 
genious, whilſt the fuperficial vulgar look © 
no further in the obſervation of ms” | 
thay to the external Oe or . 


e 47, note 60 see Plato's 
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© Vas 3 20 0 15 1 e a Tory: clegane | 
N on Delicacy, by Dr. Lancaſter, in in 
che firſt volume of F ugitive TOs 


rates — 5 858 TIL e 


ber- on note (x). er of 
ine in former, Sen of the late 


"Duke 155 Orleans in modern times, and 
te conduct of the French Convention at 


this moment, are expoſitions of the truth, | 


of this remark.. It would be happy if no 
other kingdom than France. exhibited - 


In this country, we 


— ted n e e e ee 
much of this vicious ambition; we ſee it, 


| people for the expreſs purpoſe of diſſemi- 
_ nating diſloyalty, diſaffection, and ſe⸗ 


e throughout the nation, plunging 
its nas dagger into the very . 
of” 


X 


1 


N * 


willing to ſacrifice 


a 150 ARS plans for her deſtruction 


as an' empire. "Can there” be n' man in 
the iſland ſo infatuated as not to Tee 


through the ſelfiſn ambition of theſe men, 


that their views are ſolely and excluſively | 


their own felf-aggrandizement, and that, 


to accompliſh this, they are ready and 
e King, Lords, and 
Commons, the conſtitution of the realm, 


and te welfare and property of every 
honeſt man and loyal ſubſect in the 


kingdom ? Lord Bacon obſerves, that 


there are men in the world capable of 
ſetting another man s houſe on fire, to 


roaſt their own eggs. "Theſe are the 


men, more abandoned than the inebriated ; 


Thais, who fired, or caufed to be fred, | 
the 1 palace of Perfepolis. 'Theſe 
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fire a muck: nobler palace, the Cady and 
venerable fabrick of the Engliſh. conſti- 
tution; that palace, where civil and reli- 
gious liberty, where humanity, mercy, 


juſtice, and the fine arts reſide: all theſe, 


and the palace itſelf they would burn, 


from the mere principle of ſelf-aggran- 


; dizement, with as little remorſe as Nero 


did Rome; and then, adding the hypocriſy 


of Cromwell to the wickedneſs of Catiline, 


they would impute the conflagration to 


his majeſty's miniſters, with ex 


fame truth as Nero imputed that of 
Rome to the Chriſtians, 


I Page 110, note ). | A maxim not to 


be found in the oliticy of Machiavel, 


but perhaps of mort real uſe to a ſtate 


than any one he has written; and if the 


* rench 
Ms 


* , theiro) own h neſs and — 
| would not e ue diminiſhed; neither 
would they be conſidered, as they now 
are, a ſet. of atheiſtical monſters, and 
ſavage men, that, like ſo many wild beaſts, = 
require to be chained down for the re- 


poſe and ſecurity of mankind. 


Page 112, note (5). Machiavel par- 

ticularly recommends that his Prince 
ſhould not be inſtructed in religion, the 
principles of which, he pretends, enervate 
the mind, and diſqualify it for all noble 
enterpriſes; in other words, it prevents 
his being a tyrant and a murderer, which 
the ſort of great men in the eſtimation of 
Macbiavel (Who was himſelf put to the 
torture as a conſpirator / uſually are. It 

is to be hoped the reaſon of man, improved 
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religion, will, ſome time or other; riſe 
uperior to that barbarous Gothic preju- 
dice (which ſtill very mu r enſlaves it) of 
anne xing as much or more eſteem 
jb Va ne. ne denef⸗ 
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| 19A 11 185 wre (t). The faint wor- 
ſhip in the Romiſh church is juſt as ido- 
latrous as Pagan worſhip; for Plutarch 
informs us of the ereed of the literate 
Pagans in this particular, in his treatiſe on 
His and Ofiris in which he remarks, that 
philoſophers honoured the image of God 
in inanimate things, by which means 
chey aſeended to the Deity; but did not 
conſider theſe inanimate things as God; 
as chere is but one God and one Provi- 
dence. But all worſhip in which man 
. before any 1 or ſaint, is idola- 
. 1 AE} 1 55 w__ 


4 1656 N 1 
| trous, and eſtranges che heart from: God, 
and is ſo repreſented i in the Scriptures by 
the prophet Ezekiel : 1 * their beart is 

4 eſtranged from me through their idols. 

As a remarkable proof that the lower 
claſs of people in the Romiſh church 
pay even more honour to their ſaints 
than to God, a man in- Ireland was 
| brought before a magiſtrate on a charge 
of theft; and being ſworn on the Bible, he 
declared himſelf innocent. But when the 
perſon who accuſed him, deſired he might 
be ſworn by the ſaint whom he adored, 
the man poſitively refuſed; nor could he 5 

| by any means be induced to do fo, but | | 
confeſſed himſelf ar of the fact. 5 


Pe 131, note ""m Here i it may be 
aſked, what poſſible connecti on can there 
ve between the do@tines of a revealed re- 
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caſes they may | 


ficiently conſidered the ſubject, and, 1 
am perſuaded, | have never ſeen the Poor « of 
great lates, ſuch as France or Germany, 


miſery of the poor. in the former countries, 


N 


8 ligion, a and the ; balance of power ? + an- 
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$ ſwer, Juſt the fame as between the. tea 
thrown overboard at, Boſton | in America, 


and. the F rench revolution. In. both 
be rw" np 25 ſeeds, 
which gradually produced their reſpective 


fruits of en and v 1 


"Page 1 135 note e(w).. 1 3 ana, it 


obſerved, that the proviſion, made for the 
poor of this kingdom is not, upon the 
whole, beneficial either to the poor them- 
ſelves, or the Nate, Thoſe who. make 


this. remark, I apprehend, have never ſuf- 5 


or eyen of Ireland. Probably the extreme 


and the frequent inlurrections i in the lat- 


ter, 
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ter, are, in great mea ure, to be Abel 
to the want of ſuch an inſtitution; and 
the ſuperior quantum of honeſty and i in- 
 tegrity'in the poor of England (though 
that will very well admit of increaſe) 
over the poor on the continent, well 
known to thoſe who have made the com- 

pariſon, is to be attributed, in no incon- 
ſiderable degree, to our humane proviſion 
for the poor; and by which the kingdom | 
is not in the leaſt injured: for every 
ſhilling, thus charitably advanced, being 
ſpent in England, it circulates and diſſe- 
minates every where, in thi 


e moſt bene- 
ficial way poſlible, pervading every county, 
city, and village, and may be compared to 
a thouſand ſmall rivulets, watering the 
profitable field of internal commerce, a 
ſpecies of traffick, of all others, the moſt 
beneficial to a ſtate. It is impoſſible to 
| prevent 
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_ metropolis, i in . cities, - and in the great 
towns in this nation. But the reverſe. is 
the caſe in the country. 
ment for the relief of the poor is chiefly 


There the aſſeſſ. 


de. by the farr 


rs, and diſtributed by 


them; and, a8 they. are intimately ac- 
quainted with each perſon in their pariſh, 
they are not liable to an other impo- 
ſition but what may ariſe from the ſuſcep- 
| tibility and tenderneſs of their feelings: 


therefore whatever abuſes there may be 
of the poor-laws. in. cities or dent won 8 
the FTE is free from, them. 
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vation of Ciceros, that virtue is not 
5 to man, and * the ſeeds 
of 
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+ | of virtue are in his "hind, that they 
re Continue in a dormant ſtate, unleſs ma- 
89 | tured and 1 to we by edu= 
at cation. 2 
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